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earnestly and assured me that Soviet Russia was already
negotiating to this end.

In the following month took place the conversations
with Litvinov which led to harmonious relations between
the two statesmen. While this was going on Dr Benes
hinted to me that I should continue my campaign in the
press for the recognition of Soviet Russia, although in
my articles I had made no secret of my anti-Communist
sentiments.

At a press-reception arranged by the Little Entente
I questioned the Rumanian Foreign Minister Titulescu
about the recognition of Russia, and he declared that his
views were the same as those of his friend Dr. Benes.
* Benes has spoken for me/ he said with a smile, where-
upon Dr Benes, also smiling, replied: * And his Excellency
has spoken for me/ I then inquired whether Rumania
was really in favour of recognition, seeing that Soviet
Russia had never actually surrendered its claims to
Bessarabia and might one day attack it; further the
Dobrudja question was not regarded as settled by
Bulgaria. Titulescu curled his lips in his characteristic
smile and said in his thin, incisive voice: ' Do you really
think so ? I can assure you that, as far as we are con-
cerned, the Dobrudja question has long ago been settled;
it is part of the heart of the Rumanian kingdom and we
shall defend it with our blood. The same can be said for
Bessarabia. I for my part do not believe that Soviet
Russia has any hostile intentions. You must not confuse
journalism with diplomacy/

Two years later, at another press-reception, held on